REMARKS 



Non Final Office Action 

As shown by the attached documents from "Public Pair" this Office Action was issued as a Non-Final. 
However, on the Form 326, the "Final" box was checked. The undersigned attorney called Examiner 
Kinsey- White to discuss the conflict and was informed that indeed the August 18, 2008 issued Office 
Action was a Non-Final Office Action. 

Rejection of Claims and Traversal Thereof 

In the August 18, 2008 Office Action: 

Claims 1 1-14 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, first paragraph; and 

Claims 1, 3, 6 and 9-14 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph. 

These rejections are hereby traversed and reconsideration of the patentability of the pending claims is 
therefore requested in light of the following remarks. 

Rejection under 35 U.S.C. S112. first paragraph 

Claims 11-14 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, fu-st paragraph as failing to comply with the 
enablement requirement. Applicant has cancelled such claims thereby obviating this rejection and 
respectfiilly requests the withdrawal of all rejections under §1 12, first paragraph. 

Rejection under 35 U.S.C. S112. second paragraph 

Claims 1, 3, 6 and 9-14 were rejected imder 35 U.S.C. §1 12, second paragraph because according to 
the Office it is not clear if the high-mannose oligosaccharide cluster mimics a protein or carbohydrate 
epitope. 



As stated on the top of page 20 of the specification; 



The goal of the present invention was to develop an effective anti-HIV vaccine 
through targeting unique carhohydrate structures present on HIV-1 and incorporating 
fliis novel caibohydrate antigenic structure into an HIV-1 vaccine. The general 

Thiis it is evident that the epitope is a carbohydrate epitope and the claims have been amended 
accordingly. As such, applicant requests the removal of this rejection iinder section 112, second 
paragraph. 

Rejoinder of Method Claims 

Applicant requests that withdrawn method claims 15, 16, 19, 20 and 30 be rejoined when the elected 
product claims are found to be allowable. Such rejoinder would be fully proper under these 
circimistances, for the following reasons: 

When an application as originally filed discloses a product and the process for making and/or using 
such product, and only the claims directed to the product are presented for examination, when a 
product claim is found allowable, applicant may present claims directed to the process of making 
and/or using the patentable product for examination through rejoinder procedure in accordance with 
MPEP §821.04, provided that the process claims depend fi-om or include all the limitations of the 
allowed product claims. Consistent with such intent to rejoin, applicant has amended the method 
claims, notwithstanding the Office's withdrawal of such claims, to present them in form suitable for 
future examination upon their rejoinder v^th the allowed elected claims. 

Fees payable 

It is believed that no fees are due at this time. However, if a fee is found due, the Commissioner is 
hereby authorized to charge any deficiencies, or reimburse any over-charges, to Deposit Account No. 
13^365 of Moore & Van Allen, PLLC. 

Conclusion 

Applicant has satisfied the requirements for patentability. All pending claims are firee of the art and 
fully comply with the requirements of 35 U.S.C. §112. It therefore is requested that Examiner 
Kinsey- White reconsider the patentability of the pending in light of the distinguishing remarks herein. 
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and withdraw all rejections, thereby placing the application in condition for allowance. Notice of the 
same is earnestly solicited. In the event that any issues remain, Examiner Kinsey-White is requested 
to contact the undersigned attorney at (919) 286-8089 to resolve same. 

Respectfully submitted, 



MOORE & VAN ALLEN PLLC 




Date: November 19. 2008 By: 

Marianne Fuierer 
Registration No. 39,983 
Moore & Van Allen 
430 Davis Drive 
Suite 500 

Morrisville, NC 27560-6832 
Telephone: (919)286-8089 
Facsimile: (919) 286-8199 
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